Tales of the Unexpected
Season One
#
Title
Date
Writer
Director
With

1
The Man From The South
24/03/79
Kevin Goldstein-Jackson *
Michael Turner
Jose Ferrer, Pamela Stephenson, Cyril Luckham

2
Mrs Bixby and the Colonel’s Coat 
31/03/79
Ronald Harwood *
Simon Langton
Julie Harris, Michael Hordern, Richard Greene, Alan Chuntz

3
William and Mary
07/04/79
Ronald Harwood *
Donald McWhinnie
Elaine Stritch, Marius Goring

4
Lamb to the Slaughter
14/04/79
Robin Chapman *
John Davies
Susan George, Brian Blessed, mark Jones

5
The Landlady
21/04/79
Robin Chapman *
Herbert Wise

6
Neck
28/04/79
Robin Chapman *
Christopher Miles
Joan Collins, Sir John Gielgud, Peter Bowles, Carmen Silvera

7
Edward the Conqueror
05/05/79
Ronald Harwood *
Rodney Bennett
Joseph Cotton, Wendy Hiller

8
A Dip In The Pool
12/05/79
Ronald Harwood * 
Michael Tuchner
Gladys Spencer, Michael Troughton, David Healy

9
The Way Up To Heaven
19/05/79
Ronald Harwood *
Simon Langton
Julie Harris, Ronald Culver, Angus Mackay

Season Two 
#
Title
Date
Writer
Director
With

1
Royal Jelly
01/03/80
Robin Chapman *
Herbert Wise
Timothy West, Susan George

2
Skin
08/03/80
Robin Chapman *
Herbert Wise
Derek Jacobi, Lucy Gutteridge, Donald Pickering

3
Galloping Foxley
15/03/80
Robin Chapman *
Claude Whatman
John Mills, Anthony Steel, Anthony Woodruff

4
The Hitchhiker
22/03/80
Robin Chapman *
Alastair Reid
Rod Taylor, Cyril Cusack

5
Poison
29/03/80
Robin Chapman *
Graham Evans
Judy Geeson, Anthony Steel, Saeed Jaffrey

6
Fat Chance
06/04/80
Denis Cannan
John Gorrie
John Castle, Miriam Margolyes, Geoffrey Bayldon, Sheila Gish




(Story R. Bloch)

7
Taste
12/04/80
Ronald Harwood *
Alastair Reid
Ron Moody, Anthony Carrick, William Hootkins

8
My Lady Love, My Dove
19/04/80
Ronald Harwood *
Herbert Wise
Elaine Stritch, Shane Rimmer

9
Georgy Porgy
26/04/80
Robin Chapman *
Graham Evans
Joan Collins, John Alderton, Lally Bowers

10
Depart in Peace
03/05/80
Ronald Harwood *
Alan Gibson
Joseph Cotton, Maureen O’Brien, John bennett

11
The Umbrella Man
10/05/80
Ronald Harwood *
Claude Whatham
John Mills, John Carson, Michael Gambon, Michael Sheard

12
Genesis and Catastrophe
17/05/80
Ronald Harwood *
Herbert Wise
Graham Seed, Hanna Maria Pravda

13
Mr. Bobitol’s First Love
24/05/80
Kevin Goldstein-Jackson *
John Gorrie
Jack Weston, Anna Massey, Alan Rowe

14
Back for Christmas
31/05/80
Denis Cannan 
Giles Foster
Richard Johnson, Sian Phillips, Cyril Luckham




(Story: Edward D. Hoch)

15
The Orderly World of Mr. Appleby
07/06/80
Robin Chapman 
John Gorrie
Robert Lang, Elizabeth Spriggs, Cyril Lucham




(Story: Stanley Ellis)

16
The Man at the Top
14/06/80
Denis Cannan
Claude Whatman
Peter Firth, Rachel Davies, Michael Ripper, Dallas Cavell




(Story: Edward D. Hoch)

* - based on a story by Roald Dahl

Tales of the Unexpected
Season Three
#
Title
Date
Writer
Director
With

1
The Fly Paper
09/08/80
Robin Chapman
Graham Evans
Alfred Burke, Stephanie Cole, Anthony Smee




(Story: Elizabeth Taylor)


2
A Picture of a Place
16/08/80
Denis Cannan
Giles Foster
Jessie Matthews, Bill Maynard, Michael Troughton, Peter Sallis




(Story: Doug Morgan)

3
Proof of Guilt
23/08/80
Johnny Byrne
Chris Lovett
Roy Marsden, Dudley Sutton, Jeremy Clyde




(Story: Bill Pronzini)

4
Vengeance is Mine, Inc.
30/08/80
Roald Dahl
Alan Gibson
Julian Fellowes, Terry Walsh, Morris Barry

Season Four
#
Title
Date
Writer
Director
With

1
A Guy Can’t Always Have Everything
09/11/80
Julian Bond
Graham Evans
Joan Collins, Pauline Collins




(Story: Tonita S. Gardner)

2
Parson’s Pleasure
30/11/80
Ronald Harwood *
John Bruce
Sir John Gielgud, Bernard Miles, Lee Montague, Godfrey James

3
The Stinker
07/12/80
Julian Bond
Alan Gibson
Denholm Elliot, Patricia Quinn, Joss Ackland




(Story: Julian Symonds)

4
I’ll Be Seeing You
14/12/80
Julian Bond
Philip Dudley
Anthony Valentine, Hilary Tindall, Amanda Redman, 




(Story: Robert Quigley)

Roger Brierley, Pauline Letts

Tales of the Unexpected
Season Five
#
Title
Date
Writer
Director
With

1
Would You Believe It?
29/03/81
Julian Bond
Barry Davis
Richard Johnson, Nigel Havers, Vic Tablian, Christopher Blake




(Story: Robert Edmond Alter)

2
Vicious Circle
05/04/81
Robin Chapman
Philip Dudley




(Story: Donald Honig)

3
The Boy Who Talked With Animals
19/04/81
Robin Chapman *
Alan Gibson
Vivien Heilbron, Oscar James, John Nettleton, Alison Coleridge,






William Hootkins, Tony Osoba

4
The Best of Everything
26/04/81
Denis Cannan
John Bruce
Michael Kitchen, Judi Bowker, Jeremy Clyde




(Story: Stanley Ellin)

5
A Woman's Help
03/05/81
Bert Salzman
Bert Salzman




(Story: Henry Sleser)

6
Shatterproof
10/05/81
Pat Hoddinott
John Jacobs
Eli Wallach, Caroline Langrishe




(Story: John Jacobs)

7
The Sound Machine
17/05/81
Ronald Harwood * 
John Gorrie
Harry Andrews, James Warwick, Margery Mason

8
Never Speak Ill of the Dead
24/05/81
Robin Chapman
John Gorrie
Colin Blakely, Warren Clarke, Keith Drinkel, Cheryl Hall




(Story: John Collier)

9
The Best Policy
31/05/81
David Scott Miltin
Ray Danton




(Story: Ferenc Molnar)

10
The Last Bottle in the World
07/06/81
Denis Cannan
John Gorrie
Nigel Hawthorne, Anthony Quayle




(Story: Stanley Ellin)

11
Kindly Dig Your Grave
14/06/81
Robin Chapman
Alan Gibson




(Story: Stanley Ellin)

12
There’s One Born Every Minute
05/07/81
Chaim Bermant
Alan Gibson
Frank Finlay, Andrew Burt, Jo Rowbottom, Peter Copley, 




(Story: Bill Pronzini)

Deryk Guyler

13
Bosom Friends
12/07/81
Robin Chapman
Graham Evans
Joan Greenwood 




(Story: Dana Lyon)

14
A Glowing Future
19/07/81
Ross Thomas
John Peyser




(Story: Ruth Rendell)

15
The Way To Do It
26/06/81
Denis Cannan
Alan Gibson
Elizabeth Spriggs, Elaine Paige, Martin Benson




(Story: Jack Ritchie)

16
Youth From Vienna
10/10/81
Ross Thomas
Norman Lloyd
Sharon Gless




(Story: John Collier)

17
Wet Saturday
31/10/81
John Collier
Norman Lloyd
Fritz Weaver, Ed Begley Jr.

18
The Gift of Beauty
21/11/81
Bert Salzman
Bert Salzman
Carol Lynley




(Story: Joseph Daugherty)

19
The Party
28/11/81
Chaim Bermant
Giles Foster
Robert Morely, Amanda Redman




(Story: Doug Morgan)

20
Completely Foolproof
05/12/81
Robin Chapman
John Jacobs
Telly Savalas




(Story: Robert Arthur)

21
Hijack
26/12/81
Denis Cannan
Herbert Wise
Denis Quilley, Simon Cadell, Suzanne Danielle,




(Story: Robert Fish)

Peter Tuddenham

Tales of the Unexpected
Season Six
#
Title
Date
Writer
Director
With

1
Blue Marigold
25/04/82
Robin Chapman
Giles Foster
Toyah Willcox, Paul Seed, Ralph Bates, Billy Hamon, Sharon Duce



(Story: Aileen Wheeler) 

2
The Eavesdropper
02/05/82
Robin Chapman
John Gorrie
Dorothy Tutin, Sheila Ruskin, Michael Craig, Lili Roughley




(Story: Ruth Wissman)

3
Operation Safecrack
09/05/82
Robin Chapman
Alan Gibson
John Mills, David Healy, Edward Burnham




(Story: Henry Slesar)

4
Run, Rabbit, Run
16/05/82
Robin Chapman
John Jacobs
James Aubrey




(Story: John Bakkenhoven)

5
Stranger In Town
23/05/82
Sidney Carroll
Wendy Toye
Derek Jacobi, Jennifer Connelly, Clive Swift

6
The Moles
06/06/82
Chaim Bermant
Peter Hammond
Fulton Mackay, Harry H. Corbett, Bill Owen




(Story: J.J. Malling)

Season Seven
#
Title
Date
Writer
Director
With

1
Decoy
21/08/82
Robin Chapman
John Jacobs
Susan Penhaligon, Frank Wylie, Tom Cotcher




(Story: Victor Edwards)

2
Pattern of Guilt
05/09/82
Robin Chapman
Herbert Wise
Peter Egan, Jennie Linden, Suzanne Danielle, Bernard Kay,




(Story: Helen Nielson)

Brett Forrest

3
A Harmless Vanity
12/09/82
Jeremy Paul
Giles Foster
Sheila Gish, Carol MacReady, Keith Barron




(Story: Theda O’Henle)

4
Death Can Aid
19/09/82
Johnny Byrne
Graham Evans
Frank Gatliff, Jan Francis, Ian Holm




(Story: Philip Ketchum)

5
Light Fingers
17/10/82
Ross Thomas
John Peyser
Tom Bosley, Janet Leigh, Frank Sinatra Jr.




(Story: Henry Slesar)

6
Death in the Morning
31/10/82
John Gorrie
John Gorrie
Cherie Lunghi, Moray Watson, Carol Drinkwater, Hilary Mason,




(Story: Zia Kruger)

Alan Rowe

7
What Have You Been Up To Lately?
14/11/82
Denis Cannan
Herbert Wise
Peter Barkworth




(Story: George Baxt)

8
The Absence of Emily
21/11/82
Denis Cannan
Alan Gibson
Frances Tomelty, Anthony Valantine, Patsy Byrne, Diana King




(Story: Jack Ritchie)

9
In The Bag
28/11/82
Bert Salzman
Bert Salzman
Roxanne Hart, Terry O’Quinn




(Story: Robert L. Fish)

10
A Man With A Fortune
05/12/82
Alan Seymour
Herbert Wise
Shane Rimmer, Peter Tuddenham, Donald Eccles




(Story: Peter Lovesey)

11
Who’s Got The Lady
12/12/82
Jeremy Paul
Peter Hammond
Richard Johnson, Victoria Tennant, Robert Beatty, Peter Howell,




(Story: Jack Ritchie)

Laurence Payne, Gladys Spencer

12
The Skeleton Key
02/01/83
Roy Russell
Alan Gibson
Julie Dawn Cole, John Duttine, Petter Jeffrey, Tony Osoba




(Story: Graham Sutton)

Tales of the Unexpected
Season Eight
#
Title
Date
Writer
Director
With

1
A Passing Opportunity
09/04/83
Alan Seymour
Graham Evans
Bryan Marshall, george Sewell




(Story: Donald Honig)

2
The Memory Man
16/04/83
Denis Cannan
Peter Duffell
Colin Blakely, Judy Geeson, Bernard Cribbins




(Story: Henry Slesar)

3
A Sad Loss
23/04/83
James Andrew Hall
John Gorrie
Hayley Mills, Phyllida Law, Stuart Wilson




(Story: Patricia Moyes)

4
Clerical Error
30/04/83
Peter Ransely
Graham Evans
Richard Pearson




(Story: James Gould  Cozzens and Richard Huggett)

5
Heir Presumptuous
07/05/83
Ross Thomas
Philip Leacock
David Cassidy, Darren McGavin




(Story: C.B. Gifford)

6
Where's Your Sense of Humour?
14/05/83
Peter Ransley
Leonard Lewis
Philip Jackson, Tom Chadbon, Sheila Gish




(Story: Patricia McGeer)

7
Down Among The Sheltering Palms
21/05/83
John Gorrie 
John Gorrie
Geoffrey Bayldon

8
The Vorpal Blade
28/05/83
Robin Chapman
John Jacobs
Peter Cushing, John Bailey, Amthony Higgins




(Story: Edward D. Hoch)

9
The Wrong ‘Un
11/06/83
Paul Ableman
Leonard Lewis
Lucy Gutteridge




(Story: Michael Brett)

10
The Tribute
25/06/83
Alan Seymour
Graham Evans
Phyllis Calvert, Anna Neagle, Eleanor Bron




(Story: Jane Gardam)

11
Hit and Run
10/07/83
Robin Chapman
Peter Hammond
John Duttine, Susan Penhaligon, Ray Lonnen, Brenda Blethyn,




(Story: Patricia Moyes)

Michael Melia

12
The Luncheon
16/06/83
Gerald Savory
Graham Evans
Gayle Hunnicutt, Stephen Grief, Gertrude Shilling, Jacqueline Hill




(Story: Jeffrey Archer)

13
Turn of the Tide
03/09/83
Ross Thomas
Ray Danton
Richard Basehart




(Story: C.S. Forester)

Tales of the Unexpected
Season Nine
#
Title
Date
Writer
Director
With

1
The Dirty Detail
12/05/84
David Scott Milton
Leo Penn
George Peppard




(Story: Henry Slesar)

2
The Best Chess Player in the World
19/05/84
Peter Ransley
Graham Evans
Michael Jayston





(Story: Julian Symons)

3
Proxy
26/05/84
Bert Salzman
Bert Salzman





(Story: Talmage Powell)

4
Have a Nice Death
02/06/84
Wolf Mankowitz
William Slater
Simon Cadell, Kate Harper




(Story: Antonia Fraser)

5
Number Eight
09/06/84
Ross Thomas
Leo Penn
Brad Dourif




(Story: Jack Ritchie)

6
Last of the Midnight Gardeners
16/06/84
Gerald Savory
Peter Hammond
Patrick Mower, Jane Asher




(Story: Tony Wilmot)

7
Sauce For The Goose
21/07/84
Bert Salzman
Bert Salzman




(Story: Patricia Highsmith)

8
Bird of Prey
04/08/84
Ross Thomas
Ray Danton
Sondra Locke




(Story: John Collier)

9
I Like It Here in Wilmington
11/08/84
David Scott Milton
John Peyser
Robert Loggia




(Story: Henry Slesar)

10
Accidental Death
19/08/84
Denis Cannan
Peter Duffell
Cyril Cusack, Jacqueline Hill, Jason Carter




(Story: Tony Wilmot)

11
The Reconciliation
16/09/84
Roy Russell
John Jacobs
Roger Rees, Meg Davies, John Castle




(Story: Nicholas Monsarrat)

12
The Open Window
21/10/84
David Trainer
Christopher Lukas




(Story: H.H. Munro [Saki])

Tales of the Unexpected
Season Ten
#
Title
Date
Writer
Director
With

1
People Don’t Do Such Things
30/03/85
Ross Thomas
Gordon Hessler
Samantha Eggar, Don Johnson




(Story: Ruth Rendell)

2
The Mugger
07/07/85
Robin Chapman
Peter Hammond
Roy Marsden, Kate Harper




(Story: Miriam Bienstock)

3
In The Cards
14/07/85
Ross Thomas & A.A. Roberts
John Peyser




(Story: John Collier)

4
Nothin’ Short of Highway Robbery
21/07/85
Luthor Murdoch
John Peyser
Warren Oates, Bud Cort




(Story: Lawrence Block)

5
Scrimshaw
28/07/85
Bernard N. Eismann
Deszo Magyar





(Story: Brian Garfield)

Season Eleven
#
Title
Date
Writer
Director
With

1
Skeleton in The Cupboard
18/12/87
Tony Wilmot
Paul Annett
Charles Dance, Zoe Wannamaker

2
The Colonel’s Lady
08/01/88
Denis Cannan
Barry Davis
Joss Ackland, Pauline Collins, Gareth Thomas, Carol Leader




(Story: W. Somerset Maugham)

3
The Surgeon
15/01/88
Robin Chapman *
Graham Evans
John Alderton, Thorley Walters

4
The Verger
22/01/88
Denis Cannan
Rodney Bennett
Richard Briers, Geoffrey Chater, Patricia Routedge, Andrew Burt,




(Story: W. Somerset Maugham)
Geoffrey Beevers, Bruce Boa

5
The Facts of Life
29/01/88
Noella Smith
John Gorrie
Benedict Taylor, Jim Broadbent, Stephen Hancock




(Story: W. Somerset Maugham)

6
Wink Three Times
15/04/88
Paul Ableman
Paul Annett
Liza Goddard, Caroline Goodall, Peter Davison




(Story: John Charters)

7
The Dead Don’t Steal
22/04/88
Robin Chapman
John Glenister
Nicholas Ball, Glynis Barber, Michael Wisher, Lois Baxter




(Story: Ella Griffiths)

8
The Finger of Suspicion
29/04/88
Robin Chapman
Rodney Bennett
Michael Brandon, Lucy Gutteridge, Nadim Sawalha




(Story: Tony Wilmot)

9
A Time To Die
06/05/88
Robin Chapman
Paul Annett
David Suchet, Jemma Redgrave, Pauline Letts, Ivor Roberts 




(Story: Aileen Wheeler)

10
Mr. Know-All
13/05/88
Paul Ableman
Gareth Davies
Chaim Topol, Eamonn Walker, Kim Thompson




(Story: W. Somerset Maugham)

